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A three-page article was pudlished om the Rumanisn oil industry, as per o)y

enclosed, {n the August, 1953 issus of “Petrolewm”, & British publiocation, wedsr
the name of "J. Cardes”.

.

The articls bears the rqnartu skbtitle remark:

"Some receat comments by the United Eations EBconamic Commission for Bwrope
on the oil industry inm Rumania are of especial interdst in viev of the
fact that so little information has besn available on the postwar
development of the Rumanisn oil industry.”

After reading this article, there was no doubt in my mind that it was sheey
communist propagands and I was, therefore, interested in finding out more shoml

the writer and particularly the couments mede by s U.N. sgency on which the article
is dased, A research undertaken revealed the following:

"J. Cardev” the writer, is spparemtly a collaborator of the Nev Cemtrel
European Observer, & commmist financed weekly, publisiwd im Lendow,
Ingland. The name is probadly fictitious and the writar may well b
a mamber of the Rumanien diplomatic staff in that city.

2. 7The statemsnts by a U.N. agency to vhich reference is made, are taken
from page 33 of the "Rcomomic Survey of Rurops Since the War, prepared
by the Research and Plamming Division, Econmic Commission for Zurope,
Oeneve, E-ROX 157, Fedbruary, 1953" and reed as fellows:

"The serious decline in Rumsnian o1l output which began in 1937 bas hems
arrested and production, which was as lov as 3.8 million toms in 19h8,
was in 1951 jJust over the 1938 level of 6.7 million toms and should
shortly resch the 1936 pesk of 8.7 million toms.”

A footnots to this statemsnt reads:

“The plan for 1955 foresees an cutput of 10 millicm teus. The postwar
increase ohtained has bLeen a remarkadls schisvemsnt sinoe the fields
exploited Defore the war were resching exhaustion and is dwe to timd
compimation of persistemce and good fortune, which is the essence of
sll geologioal prospecting.”

It is 41ff1icult to understand how & U.N. agency at this late date cam presemt
%0 the public official cosmumist claimse as scoamplished faots.

It is cbvious now that the writer, Mr. J. Cardew, used tle U.N, compants as s
starting point for his article in order to lend to the statemsnts and statistios
guoted therein a higher degres of credibiliity than they otherwvise deserved.

Beading the article carefully ones soon discovers that it is full of
historical and statistical inaccuracies. Just to Prove the complete mlmnv

of almost all the assertions made, I picked out at random the few sxamples listed
in the following:
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- 1931 crule ¢il produwotiom is claimed to De above the 1938 lewsl
ot 6. on tems; in paregraph 12 om page 2 it is stated that the 1951 production
W N0F sbove the level immedistely price to matiomalizatiom (3.8 million tonms).
On this dasis, the 1951 production works out at 9.1 million tons. The Prime Minister
Gheorghiu-DeJ claimed ocmly 9.3 million toms of production for 1953 in his recent speech.

Beliskls British scurces confirm the assumption that crude oil production, has
probadly not risen appreciadbly over h million tans. There has been no information
whstscever regarding the discovery of prolific mev fislds wvithout which it would de &
Pestical impossidility to more than double production in two ysars. A lot of propaganda
has ooms owt on thes other Iand on secomiary recovery methods of water flooding (Boldesti
£1614) and reactivation of abandomed wells. The 5-year plan foresav the resctivation
of K80 wells, but it s reliadbly reported that so far oanly 80 wells have beon reactivated.
Ia any sase, these wethods would not in themselves be sufficient to brimg about the
finsresse clatmed.

If production has gone up to the exteat claimed why is it that civilien comsumption
is so severely ratiomed and also vhy does the Scanteia, the chief commumist daily,
ksey o silent on oil industry developments of such magnitude. It couldn't be modesty
that is certain. ZThe Awgust 1l and 13, 1953 copiss of this daily print long lists of
workers, stakbanovites, etc. in the coal mining infustry, vho have heen awarded the
"Order of Isbor” or the "Medal of Labor" for good work. As far as I knov, mo similar
long lists have ever been pblished on swards given to workers in the oil industry.

Dapasrenh 5 - Hoferemce is made here to "the traveller Dimitrie Cantemir”; actually,
:n::' ruling prince of Noldavia. Ignoring history in this instance is, no doubt,
oAl .

Iazasrenh 8 - "To the Hungarian fromtier at Turnu-Severin”. This city is met ca
the Nwagarian dut can the Yugoslav frontier.

 Ioaaraph 13 - Nere emphasis is 1laid on the equal sharing of capital, management
apl ofits in the Joint Soviet-Rumanian compenies. Nothing could be farther frem
O truth. In the cass of the "Sovrompetrol” f.1., the Soviet's capital coatrfdutiom
e rejresented by (erman asssts confiscated om the basis of the Polsdan agreemsmt,
the sarsgemsnt is bheaded by a Soviet citizen and the Soviets are entitled to their
share of the profits in strong currency!

2araszenhi ) - Beve delivery of nev Soviet equipment is descrided. Reliable

iaformaticn pisces the number of turbine drillimg outfits so far semt to Rumamia by
the Soviets to maximum 3 or 4. Perbaps the following excerpt from s letter written

%y & stakbanovite, Icen 8t. Constantinescu, under date of July 5, 1953, throws more
1ight oa prevatling conditions in this respect: "The equipmsnt used at the 4drtllinmg

of Shis well was old and vorn out: the rig and the rotary table were edout 20 years
old, the pipe still passed through meny repairs and the drill pipes hed been used

MKy times over. Nevertheless, they vere used for "rapid drilling": therefore, the
Shoery of mow material is pernicious and must be combatted.” It would appsar that the
aow material (Soviet, of course) angle must have bewn gréatly over-played in the press.

In addition, there are many other misleading statements in this article, fi., that
4t was anly after matiomalization that “planned rehadilitation™ of the "wvay damaged"”
ofl fields degan; or adout wasteful practices of exploitation by British and American
seapaniss, "deflected dorings”, the Soviets as a generous friend of Rumamia, etc.

vhish sre all darefaced lies requiring no further comment.
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those who are ot
with ¥ facts and most pecpls are not), that exploits every opming to
and of $he free world press and evem a U.N. agency only too willing to

Seytamber 2%, 1953
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